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The Impact of the Westward Movement on American Women

—An analysis of Willa Cather’s O, Pioneers!
YE Ying
(College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: Through analyzing two women characters in O,Pioneers!, this article explores the impact of the Westward
Movement on American women during the Gilded Age. It argues that though the mainstream society insisted on traditional
view of womanhood and the older generation in the West tried to maintain tradition, the women grew up in the frontier
deviated from the track of tradition. The motivity is the difficult circumstances forced them to walk out from “women’s
sphere” and to venture into “men’s sphere”, working and struggling as tough as men did. This kind of life was full of
hardships, but it provided them an opportunity to develop and bring into full play their talents, not the talents of the
socially defined women but those of full human beings. Consequently, they took on a new mental look and accepted values

quite different from those held by the mainstream society and shared by their mothers and grandmothers.
Key words: O,Pioneers!; Westward Movement; American women; Willa Cather
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