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The Ownership of Genetic Resources
XU Xingui
(Law Dept., Chongqing Administration College, Chongqing 400041, China)

Abstract: Since genetic resources have great potential economic value, there are many disputes concerning the own-
ership of genetic resources. To solve the problems, it is necessary to know the meaning of genetic resources ownership and
the method to confirm the ownership and the co—ownership. The main value of genetic resources is genetic information.
These are two different concepts of occupied genetic resources and possessed genetic material. The owner of genetic re-
sources is who possess organism variety. Unless otherwise stipulated by law, domesticated or cultivated species belong to
the person who influenced the evolutionary process of species to meet their needs. The genetic resources of wild species
belong to the owner or user of natural habitat. Sometimes, the number of genetic resources owner is more than one. The
State owns the power to judge if the action of accessing to genetic resources has damaged the rights of genetic resources
owner and the interests of the country.
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