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The Local People’s Congress in the Budgetary Process at County Level:

An Experience of “J” County
ZENG ming
(School of Public Administration, Nanchang University, Nanchang 330031, China)

Abstract: The paper intends to explore the roles of the Local People Congress (LPC) in the budgetary process at
county level. Based on the field research of “J” County in Jiangxi Province, the results indicate that the county—level bud-
getary process is still administratively dominated. The county administration and the core budget department hold the pri-
ority of budget decision—making. LPC faces an awkward situation. Firstly, both the technical budget inspection power be-
longing to the financial and economic group of LPC and the budgetary legislative power that belonging to LPC are elimi-
nated technically by the core budget department due to its weak position in the county power structure. Secondly, even the
standing committee of LPC can only play a role of consultative involvement and confirm the decision per se in the process
of budgetary decision-making and implementation. Whether its amendment can be gotten esteemed depends on the rela-
tions with the leading leaders of County Party Committee and the government. Its procedural power of election works to a
certain extent. Based on these findings, the paper argues that the key to budgetary democratization is to ensure the legis-

lated position of LPC in the structure of county power, and to activate the power and accountability awareness of LPC it-

self.

Key words: County government budget; budgetary process; administrative dominated budget; consultative involve-

ment; LPC of County level





