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RERK TR

A Survey of Incentives in User Innovation Based on F/OSS
REN Zhong
(School of Economics and Trade, Hangzhou Dianzi University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract: As a form of User Innovation, F/OSS has been described as a puzzle in economic theory. Since its emer-

gence, it has stimulated continuous concerns of scholars in various fields including economics, law, psychology, sociologist

and computer science, etc. This paper intends to provide a survey in order to clarify these contributions. That is, incentives

can be divided into Extrinsic Induction or Intrinsic Motivation. The former refers to seeking potential profit and the latter

refers to self—enjoyment, desire to participate, or pure belief. Furthermore, this paper identifies directions for future research.

Key words: F/OSS; user motivation; research review
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