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A Sociological Analysis of the High Divorce Rate in

Contemporary Chinese Society
LIU Yiping
(Institution of Sociology, Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences, Chengdu 610072, China)

Abstract: The positive meaning of contemporary China’s high divorce rate is that people, especially women of high

education and rising economic status, enjoy more marital autonomy. While its negative consequence is the result of undue

individual freedom in the context of social changes. Moreover, the symptom of the disintegration of community due to rapid

changes makes people feel difficult to find solace in the marriage. The reasons of social factors for it are the following: lack

of social mediation mechanism, centralized family, increased social mobility and economic pressures, while personal factor

is lack of sense of responsibility and social retardation. The solution to it lies in rebuilding primary group to foster personal

responsibility and communication skills.

Key words: contemporary China; divorce; family ethics; responsibility

17





