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A Study on Salt Sales from Guangdong to Yunnan in the Qing Dynasty
DING Qiong
(Humanities School, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: Due to the uneven distribution of salt, increasing immigrants and backward traffic, Yunnan was lack of salt

and needed to purchase salt from neighboring provinces in the Qing Dynasty. Guangdong salt was one of the sources. Salt

had been sold from Guangdong to Yunnan throughout the Qing Dynasty. However, there were some changes in its modes,

areas and quantity in different periods. Once, there had appeared copper—for—salt transaction, a kind of barter trades. This

trade played a major role in inter—provincial trade in the following aspects: it assuaged the insufficient salt in southeast

Yunnan and the overstocking of salt in Guangdong; it also strengthened the economic ties between Yunnan and Guang-

dong and Guangxi and promoted the development of town and economy along the salt sales route.

Key words: the Qing dynasty; Guangdong salt; Yunnan; copper—for—salt transaction; provincial trade
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