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Constitutional Implications and Practical Application of the Right of Equality
HU Jian
(School of Law, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: The right of equality, as an essential constitutional right, has profound constitutional implications. In the
U.S. and European Continent, legislation shall be bound by the constitutional right of equality from the perspective of bal-
ance of power, natural rights and protection of human rights. In the context of Chinese constitution, the National People’s
Congress (NPC) basically shall not enact any laws in violation of the principle of equality. If so, the NPC shall take certain
political risks and moral obligations although no remedies can be initiated from the judicial review. However, the laws
promulgated by the Standing Committee of the NPC could apparently be overridden by the NPC if such laws contravene
with the principle of equality. This paper focuses on the constitutional implications and practical application of the right of

equality citing the example of how the equal right to vote in China is achieved.

Key words: right of equality; application of the law; constitutional practice; NPCSC; right to vote
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