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A Systemic Functional Approach to College English Writing Teaching
CHEN Jing, HU Deng—pan
(School of Foreign Languages, Southwest University of Petroleum, Chengdu 610500, China)

Abstract: Systemic Functional Grammar provides a fresh perspective for the teaching practice of College English
writing. With knowledge of thematic choices and thematic progression patterns in English writings, students may learn
to organize information effectively, unite the language form and language meaning more easily. With the guidance of
thematic progression, students may better master and analyze the structure of English writing and construct coherent
writings with more ease. Teaching practice with functional perspective had been given in the experimental group, and
the traditional approach in the control group for 12 -week teaching experiment. Students in both groups were given
CET4 English writing tasks before and after the experiment. The writings were scored and the scores were collected as
data and analyzed to compare the differences in the scores of writings between the two groups before and after the ex-
periment. The result shows that there is a significant difference in students writing scores after the experiment, which
proves the effectiveness of this systemic functional pedagogical attempt. Students in the experimental group improve
more significantly in English writing. Due to many objective conditions, there is still much room for future improvement.
For instance, the teaching experiment is relatively short; the genres covered in class are not enough.
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