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A Study on the Evolution of Production Relations and Technologies of Yunnan

Salt Industry in the Period of Republic of China (1927-1937)
ZHAO Xiao—ping
(Humanities School, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: The production relations and technologies of salt industry in Yunnan were greatly changed at the begin-
ning of Nanjing National Government. The method of decocted salt is still the continuation of traditional technology in
this very early stage, but since the 1930s, the process has been changed, i.e. carrying brine to the coalmine area for
decoction, which is a great technical innovation. The biggest achievement in improving the quality of Yunnan salt is un-
doubtedly the work of the implementation of iodine. The major change in production relations is that stove owners are
added, while their shares are reduced in the capitation share system. On the contrary, the production cost and price of
salt is continuously increasing. Because of the disadvantages of the capitation share system, the corporate system is ur-
gently needed.

Key words: the beginning of Nanjing National Government; Yunnan salt; production relations; production technologies
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