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On the Identification in the Chinese and Western Ads
WU Yong—sheng
(Foreign Languages School, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: Ads have been pervasive in modern society, which have been exerting impact on people’s consumption
concept and behavior. Scholars from different schools have been studying and analyzing ads discourse and behavior
from distinct perspectives with a view to finding out how ads may achieve better marketing effect. Western rhetorics has
been thought to be the subject of persuading others by means of language, which is also the prospective effect of ads
writers. As its core concept, the “identification” theory develops the traditional rhetorics and highlights the unconscious
persuasion. To analyze, interpret and reflect on ads discourse and behavior in the sociocultural context of China and the
West by virtue of the identification theory the author expects a better and fresh understanding of ads.

Key words: identification; ad; persuasion
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