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The Conflict and Changes in Contemporary Chinese Family Ethics
From the Perspective of “New Era of Marriage”
YU Wei min

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Beijing Jiaotong University, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: Chinese family ethics has been undergoing tremendous changes during the transformation from

traditional society to modern one since the Reform and Opening up. By revealing the contradictions in "rural urban

family", family ethics drama "New Era of Marriage” reveals that the conflict and changes in family ethics during

the process of modernization mainly display in three aspects: First, marriage tends to be decided by the parties for

themselves along with the changing from “family interest oriented” to personal independent decision making;

Second, parent child relationship tends to be equal along with the changing from absolute obedience of filial piety

to the feeling of respect and love for the old; Last, the relationship between husband and wife becomes equal and

the requirements of mutual respect have been becoming increasingly prominent along with the changing from the

husband domination to couples parity.
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