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A Case Study on the Misuse of Mandarin—speaking Children’ s Early Negative Words
PENG Xiao—hong' YI Shu-ru’
(1. School of Foreign Languages , Changsha University of Science & Technology, Changsha Hunan

410114, China

2. School of Foreign Languages , Changsha University of Science & Technology, Changsha Hunan 410114,
China)

Abstract: With longitudinal method, statistical method, and document method, an analysis
is conducted according to the longitudinal data of two children from one to three years old
The result shows that children before three years old have already had the cognitive ability
of dealing with negative category, but this ability is limited to the typical structures
representing the negative category. According to the features of negative words’ misuse
structures from the corpus of the misuse of negative words, three types of misuse are sorted
out, namely, admixture misuse, syntax misuse and semantic misuse. At last, the study proposed
the feasible strategies for improving the children’ s language acquisition and second language
learning according to the reasons of negative misuse structures.
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