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A Psychoanalytical Interpretation of The Cracked Looking—Glass
WANG Zhe
(Department of Foreign Languages, Anhui University of Architecture, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: In The Cracked Looking—Glass, American female writer Katherine Anne Porter depicts the bleak marital
reality of middle—aged Irish immigrant Mrs. Rosaleen O’Toole. In this short story, the fluid deep psychology of Rosaleen
is one of Porter’s writing themes. With the combination of Freudian psychoanalysis and textual analysis, this paper at-
tempts to make a detailed case study of Rosaleen’s deep psychology. With the help of psychoanalytical theory, the in-
centives for Rosaleen’s anxiety and various releasing means can be easily dissected and scientifically explained. Ros-
aleen’s recurring nightmares are exactly the projection of her daily anxiety. Undeniably, Porter’s female character Ros-
aleen can be diagnosed as a representative of Freudian neurotic.

Key words: Rosaleen; psychoanalysis; anxiety; repression; dreams





