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When a diplomat says “yes”,

He means “perhaps”;

When he says “perhaps”,

He means “no”;

And when he says “no”,

He is no diplomat.

When a lady says “no”,

She means “perhaps”;

When she says “perhaps”,

She means “yes”;

And when she says “yes”,

She is no lady.
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A college English professor wrote the words “Wom-

an without her man is a savage” on the blackboard, and
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asked his students to punctuate it correctly. He found the
boys looked at it one way, and the girls another.

The males wrote, “Woman, without her man, is a sav-
age.”

The females wrote, “Woman! Without her, man is a
savage.”l®
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Studies of Vague Languages on Adaptive Cognition
ZHANG Dong-mei
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Abstract: Vague languages are common and basic in communication. The applications of vague languages result

from the following semantic, pragmatic and logical reasons, and the need for art pursuit, as well as the lack of culture or

information backgrounds. Contexts, expectations and motivations, criteria are three important factors to lead to the ex-

pressing and understanding of vague languages, based on the linguistic theory of adaptation.
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